Rules for the Bill Richmond Prize Members' Papers Competition

AIM: to encourage high quality oral presentation of scientific data, cases and audits
by Southern Region LabMed members, especially trainees.

RULES:
1. Entrants must be members of the LabMed.
2. Only one abstract and one presentation per first author is permitted.

3. The presenter must be the first author of the work and have made a substantive
contribution to the reported results, where applicable.

4. Three judges will be nominated by the local meeting organiser and approved by the
meeting’s secretary. It is preferable to have at least one clinical and scientific judge
and that all judges have FRCPath.

5. The abstracts will be anonymised and judged by the judges on the following criteria:
1. Content including originality (mark out of 10)
2. Clarity of information presented (mark out of 10)

6. Scores from the criteria above will be summed by each judge. The mark from all
three judges will be pooled and the abstracts ranked based on total score.

7. Invitations to present will start with the top ranked abstract and end depending on
how many presentations are available in the meeting programme. If someone invited
is unable to present the next ranked abstract will be invited to present.

8. Presentations will be limited to 10 minutes with an additional 5 minutes for questions
9. The presentation will be judged on the following criteria:

1. Content including originality (mark out of 10)

2. Oral presentation e.g. diction, lucidity (mark out of 10)

3. Use of audio visual aids (mark out of 10)

4. Response to questions (mark out of 10)

5. Adherence to the allotted time (mark out of 10)

10. Scores from the criteria above will be summed by each judge. The mark from all
three judges will be pooled and the winners will be the two individuals with the
highest score.

11. Two prizes will be awarded; both of £100

12. Members outside the region are welcome to apply and submit an abstract and the
shortlisting criteria above will apply, however they will not be eligible for the prize.

13. Consultant grade members can submit an abstract however they will not be eligible
for the prize.

14. If there is an excess of abstracts then preference will be given to trainees (non-
consultant grade).



